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These conservatives a outrance became a fountain-head of in-
spiration for all later reactionary movements: most important,
perhaps, to Charles Maurras and the movement of the Action
frangaist) which not only took an active part in mobilizing the
forces of opposition to the Third Republic, but became the
mainstay of the Vichy Government of Marshal Petain after
1940. In their own day their only counterpart in practical
politics was the party of the 'Ultras5 which focused its hopes
on Charles X. Representing the party of the Emigres and the
Church, they stood for a total return to the ancien regime.
Bitterly quarrelsome and greedily opportunist, they did as
much to discredit the forces of conservatism as the Catholic in-
tellectuals had done to exalt them. By the eighteen-seventies,
the Legitimist politicians were the worst enemies of Legitimism.
Under the Second Empire the anti-revolutionary writers
proved a similar embarrassment to the cause of the Catholic
Church by the exaggerated claims of theocracy which they put
forward. Louis Veuillot of the paper L'Univers echoed all the
most extreme arguments of Maistre. He was particularly
important because-he won the support of Pope Pius IX
who, with considerable wishful thinking, persuaded himself
that the authentic voice of French Catholicism was Veuillot
rather than the powerful school of Liberal Catholics led by
Dupanloup, Bishop of Orleans and Sibour, Archbishop of
Paris. Because of this alliance between ultramontanes and
Papacy, the Church remained closely associated with total
opposition to the revolutionary tradition. The French prelates
and clergy who held more moderate views strove, through
papers like the Correspondent, to dissociate the French Church as
a whole from these embarrassing ideas. But they were con-
founded by the Papal publication, in 1864, of the Syllabus of
Current Errors. The Syllabus meant the official adoption of the
ideas of Maistre and Veuillot, and securely tied Catholicism to
the anti-revolutionary party. The subsequent declaration of
Papal Infallibility in the Vatican Council of 1870 sealed this
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